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Funding Will Support Muscular Dystrophy Research

  

(West Windsor, NJ) – U.S. Rep. Rush Holt (NJ-12) today announced a $300,000 federal Small
Business Innovation & Research (SBIR) grant for TRIM-edicine, Inc., a North Brunswick-based
biotechnology firm. The grant was awarded by the National Institutes of Health (NIH). The grant
will support research of a protein that has shown the ability to promote muscle cell membrane
repair for the treatment of muscular dystrophy and other degenerative diseases.

  

“This grant will help TRIM-edicine create jobs to continue their cutting-edge research,” Holt said.
“Funding for this research project is a sound investment in New Jersey’s economy and one that
may lead to breakthroughs for individuals suffering from muscular dystrophy.”

      

 

  

“This funding will help address unmet medical needs for muscular dystrophy. Because of this
grant we will likely hire additional staff to help with the research,” said Dr. Jianjie Ma, Ph.D,
founder and Chief Executive Officer of TRIM-edicine.

  

Muscular dystrophies are a family of genetic disorders that all involve progressive muscle
weakness due to degeneration of the muscle fibers that includes the most common inherited
disease, Duchene Muscular dystrophy.  Many of these diseases involve either fragility of the
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membranes that surround muscle cells or a compromised ability to reseal those membranes
following damage to the cells. The SBIR grant, awarded by the NIH’s , Institute of Arthritis and
Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases will help TRIM-edicine develop a therapeutic application of
a novel protein, mitsugumin 53 (MG53) that can boost the capacity for muscle cell membrane
repair to treat various types of muscular dystrophy and other degenerative diseases such as
heart failure, respiratory diseases and traumatic injury.
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